
Housing Opportuni t ies Community  Par tners,  Inc.  

 

It is time to plan for the 2011 holiday season.  Housing Opportunities Community Partners, Inc. (HOCP) 
 is looking for individuals, families and/or local businesses to sponsor low-income families throughout 
Montgomery County, Maryland during our Holiday Giving Program. Annually, over 10,000 county 
households are referred for holiday assistance through a county-wide collaborative Holiday Giving 
Program whose goal is to enhance the holiday season for very low-income county residents by 
distributing donated resources as equitably as possible.  Households are referred by government and 
private social service agencies, school counselors and Housing Opportunities Commission (HOC) case 
managers.  
 

Over 20% of all the households referred are HOC subsidized housing residents.  It is Community 
Partnersõ goal to serve as many of the HOC households as possible so that volunteer organizations 
coordinating the distribution of assistance in each zip code area can reserve their resources for other 
needy households.  
 

There are a variety of ways you can help: 
· Sponsor HOC residents for Thanksgiving and/or the December holidays 
· Donate gift cards to an area grocery store or chain department store 
· Donate holiday food òbasketsó for Thanksgiving and/or the December holidays 
· Conduct a holiday gift drive 
· Sponsor a communal meal at a Public Housing Senior Community 
 

Please note that cash donations are also gratefully accepted.  No contribution is too small.  Checks can be 
made out to: Housing Opportunities Community Partners, Inc. and please write òHolidaysó in the memo 
section. Community Partners is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and donations are tax-deductible for 
income tax purposes.  Mail to:   

 Stephanie Semones   
Housing Opportunities Community Partners, Inc. 

8343 Fairhaven Drive 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 

 

If you are interested in sponsoring a household or helping in some other way, kindly respond by  
October 28, 2011.  Call Stephanie Semones at 301-355-7399.   

via email at stephanie.semones@hocmc.org.     
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The Warren Lasko Memorial 
School Supply Drive ran from 
June 15-August 15, 2011.  
Boxes were placed at local 
businesses and HOC offices.  
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contribution of $500, we 
received over $9,000 worth of 
School Supplies for our 
distribution.  Several sites held 
the i r  own d is t r i bu t ions 
(Washington Square, Emory 
Grove, Seneca Ridge, Towne 
Centre Place, Georgian Court, 
Tanglewood,  Paddington 
Square, and each of the 
Customer Service Centers).  In 
total, 945 children were given a 
minimum of a backpack.  The 
two Service Centers and 
Washington Square each 
served over 150 children.  The 
major contributor to our drive 
was Panera Bread again this 
year, as well as the 
cash  donat ion 
made by Lorraine 
Lasko which helped 
us purchase much 
needed supplies.   
Community 
Partners and the 
Housing 
Opportunities 
Commission (HOC) 

Back to School and prepared! 

This year 
Panera back-
packs came in 
two new colors 
- yellow and 
blue..smiles all 
around! 

 


