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Community Partners & 

Housing Opportunities 

Commission (HOC) hosted the 

first annual òFatherhood 

Initiativeó event  on Saturday, 

June 18, 2011 from 12:00pm -

3:00pm at Shady Grove Middle 

School.  This event had two 

purposes: to strengthen the 

relationships between fathers 

and their children, and to make 

education, health care, and 

employment resources 

available to the fathers that 

may lead to economic self -

sufficiency.   
 

Opening remarks were done by 

HOC Youth Counselor, 

Jonathan Cartagena, who then 

introduced the National 

Fatherhood Initiativeõs Vice 

President, Mr. Vincent DiCaro.  

Additionally, Fathers Outreach 

Worker Edward Powell, HOC 

Resident Darian Boyd and 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. 

entertained the crowd.  Our 

mission throughout this event 

was to promote continued active 

and positive involvement 

between fathers and  

their children as well as offer 

information to educate, inspire 

and provide resources while 

having fun.   
 

This three (3) hour event was 

packed with information and 

opportunities; food, games, 

vendors and raffle prizes were 

offered throughout the event.  

Fathers that attended were 

offered employment information, 

health screenings, counseling 

services, expunction information 

and much, much more.   
 

Children attending the event 

were offered activities such as 

moon bounces, face painting, 

games and more.  Twenty -two 

health and educational resource 

vendors were on hand, as well as 

45 volunteers from the Church of 

Redeemer who performed, offered 

resources and helped with games 

and passing out lunches.  
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Eugene Spencer, HOC Assistant Director for Resident 

Services partnered with Nathaniel Parks & Edward 

Powells from Winning Fathers &  Responsible Fathers 

Programs, Director and Program Coordinator. 

HOC resident enjoying quality time with his child at the 

1st annual Fatherhood Initiative event. 



 

The 14th Annual Food For Thought award ceremony was held on May 18, 2011.  This year 
110 students qualified for academic achievement awards and were honored by 
Community Partners and the Do Good 
Foundation in association with Chicken Out 
Rotisserie.  Awards were given to public 
housing and/or HCV youth who achieved a 3.0 
or better and students who showed great 
academic improvement.  Six children received 
an award for having a 4.0.  The Do Good 
Foundation presented each honoree with a 
Certificate of Achievement and a $5 gift 
certificate to be used at any Chicken Out 
Restaurant. On hand to congratulate and 
encourage the students were Jerry Robinson, 
Acting Executive Director of HOC, Lillian 
Durham, Director of  Resident Services, 
Eugene Spencer, Assistant Director of                              

Resident Services, and Renie Freedman, VP of Marketing and Public Relations 
and  President of the Do Good Foundation. 

 

The Warren Lasko Memorial School Supply Drive, sponsored by Housing 
Opportunities Community Partners, Incorporated will run from July 15-
August 15, 2011.  
Each year this event 
serves hundreds of 
low-income children 
in Montgomery 
County, Maryland.    
 

Annually, 
Community Partners 
solicits donated new  
school supplies and  

funds to purchase supplies  which  are then distributed to 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ Ih/Ωǎ ǎǳōǎƛŘƛȊŜŘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ  hǾŜǊ млΣллл  

 
 

children live in HOC subsidized housing communities.  Last 
year, we were able to provide school supplies to nearly 
1,000 children and it is our goal to serve at least 2,000 
children this year.   
 

We have benefited greatly by corporate sponsorship in the 
past and we depend on continued support to carry out the 
mission of this organization.  Sponsorship from local 
companies, individuals and HOC staff in the form of 
donation drives, gift cards and cash donations have made 
our past school supply drives a success; we look forward to 
another successful year.  Community Partners and HOC  

would be honored to have your support.  Donations are 
accepted at both the Gaithersburg and Silver Spring Customer Service Centers, the Kensington Main Office and 
Washington Square Family Center.  Please do not hesitate to contact Stephanie Semones with any questions or 
comments at 301-355-7399 or via email at stephanie.semones@hocmc.org .  I look forward to hearing from you.   

Warren Lasko served as Executive Vice President of the 

Mortgage Bankers Association of America from 1985 to 1997 

and is largely credited with 

building MBA into the pre-

eminent trade association in 

real estate finance during that 

period. He was appointed to 

the Housing Opportunities 

Commission in 1999 and 

named Chair of the 

Commission in 2002. He was 

an ardent advocate for 

affordable housing in 

Montgomery County, MD and 

demonstrated outstanding support for HOC Youth Programs. 

Commissioner Warren Lasko passed away in February 2003. 

Backpacks 

Crayons 

Colored pencils 

No. 2 Pencils 

Erasers 

Pens 

Highlighters 

Pencil box/pouches 

Rulers  

���µ���R�U�������µ���E�L�Q�G�H�U�V 

Dividers 

Packaged filler paper 

Pocket folders 

Spiral Notebooks 

Composition Books 

Glue Sticks 

Erasers 

Calculators 

For a more extensive list, see website: 
 http://www.school-supply-list.com/states/maryland/  

Left to Right: HOC Director of Resident 
Services, Lillian Durham and Special 
Events Committee members, Brian Seldon 
and Tocque Peyton. 

Two students proudly show their awards with Eugene 
Spencer, HOC Assistant Director of Resident  Services. 


